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Projects with an international component

m Public-Private Europa Excelencia International
_ Partnership Projects Collaboration
Projects Projects
For companies
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(no financial (R4) Programmes Programme (R2)
funding)
Preparationand Grants for Research Grants for Technology
Management of Networks (RED) Platforms

European projects
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CALLS FOR Rol
PROJECTS

* X %
. 1 ] * *
Knowledge Generation Projects Grants L
(Proyectos de Generacion Co-funded by

the European Union

de Conocimiento)

The PID callis the main national instrument for funding scientific research in Spain.
These projects are mainly aimed at universities and public research centres and stand
out for their strong orientation towards fundamental research and knowledge
generation.

Eachyear, they mobilise around €700M and fund more than 3,000 projects. They
also allowresearch to be carried out over 3 or 4 years, with an average budget of
€200,000 per project. This is a highly competitive call whose evaluationis carried
out by external experts, ensuring objectivity and excellence.

Two modalities are included:

e Non-orientedresearch, based on scientific curiosity and focused on advancing
knowledge without depending on animmediate application.

e Orientedresearch, aimed at addressing specific scientific or social problems
linked to major challenges.

+ + + +
High scientific 3to4years ~€200,000 Predoctoral
competitiveness in duration per project contracts (FPI)

PID predoctoral grants

The PID call also funds the grants for predoctoral researchers who carry out their doctoral
thesis within the approved projects. Each year, more than 1,000 predoctoral grants are
awarded, with a maximum duration of 4 years.
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CALLS FOR Rol
PROJECTS

Proof of Concept
Projects Grants

(Proyectos de Pruebas
de Concepto)

The PDC call promotes the transfer of results generated in Knowledge Generation
Projects (PID), whether ongoing or recently completed. Grants may provide up to
€200,000 per project with a duration of 2 years, thereby accelerating the early
stages of pre-competitive development and facilitating practical application.

The call funds actions such as:
e Analysis of technical, commercial or social feasibility

e Development of small-scale prototypes or pilots
e Testing withend users
e Definition of business models
¢ Initial activities for the creation of technology-based companies
+ + + +
Transfer Pre-competitive Up to€200,000 Practical
of results development per project implementation

of knowledge
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CALLS FOR Rol
PROJECTS

strategic Lines Projects Grants - Transmissions

Proyectos en Lineas Estratégicas -Transmisiones

The PLE callis a coordinated action between the Spanish State Research Agency
(AEI) and the Centre for the Development of Technology and Innovation (CDTI).
Its objective is to promote R&D projects that respond to major scientific,
technological, social and economic challenges in Spain through collaboration
betweenresearch organisations and companies. Projects last 3 or 4 years.

Public and private entities participate jointly in two types of project: industrial
research and experimental development. Projects must align with the thematic
challenges and priorities defined in each call. Funding is dual: AEl funds research
organisations and CDTI funds companies.

+ + + +
Response 3-4 years Industrial Coordinated
to major in duration research and AEI-CDTI
challenges experimental funding

development
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CALLS FOR Rol
PROJECTS

* . .
L) Public-Private
* *
* K
. .
it Partnership Projects
the European Union

(Proyectos de Colaboracion
Publico Privada)

The CPP call funds innovative experimental development projects carried out

in collaboration between public and private entities, with the mandatory
participation of at least one company and one research organisation, and with
the application submitted by the company. These projects must generate
market-ready results capable of mobilising private investment and promoting job

creation. Grants have a minimum funding amount of €400,000 per project and
aduration of 3 years.

+ + + +
Minimum 3years Experimental Results close
budget in duration development to market
€350,000
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CALLS FOR Rol
PROJECTS

Projects with an
international component

Europa Excelencia Projects

(Europa Excelencia)

The EUR call stems directly from the European Research Council (ERC), whose
evaluationis carried out entirely at international level. These grants are intended
for Spanish proposals that were considered excellent and eligible by the ERC,
but that are under the threshold required to be funded by the EU.

The purpose of the call is to promote the internationalisation of R&D activities and
contribute to advancing knowledge in order to address the challenges faced by
Spanish research within the European Research Area. Over a period of 2 years,
beneficiaries can consolidate previous results, strengthen scientific formulation
and prepare a new application to the ERC Calls. The grants focus on the Starting
Grants, Consolidator Grants or Advanced Grants schemes under Pillar 1 “Excellent
Science” of the EU Framework Programme.

+ + + +
International 2years New ERC 3 modalities
scientific in duration application
excellence
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CALLS FOR Rol
PROJECTS

Projects with an
intermational component

International
Gollaboration Projects

(Proyectos de Colaboracion
Internacional)

The PCl call aims to fund Spanish participants in transnational R&D projects
selected through European orinternational collaboration programmes that require
the structuring of high-impact international consortia on specific topics (such as
ERA-Net networks, Horizon Europe Partnerships or bilateral calls).

Through these joint programmes and calls, the aimis to pool resources from
participating countries to solve problems requiring a critical mass, as well as to
strengthen tiesin science and innovation.

+ + + +
Funding Transnational International Integrationinto
of the Spanish consortia evaluation European
component networks

AGENCIA
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RESEARCH
AREERS GRANTS

For rganisations withi
Lhe ience System

R&D Technical Staff
(Personal Técnico de |+D+i) Co-funded by

the European Union

The PTA call aims to strengthen the technical capacities of research centres
through the recruitment of qualified technical staff with diverse training profiles,
from vocational training to undergraduate degrees. Its purpose is to improve the
operation and performance of scientific-technological infrastructures and shared
research services.

The grants co-fund the costs of hiring technical staff for a period of 3 years,
devoted to operating equipment, facilities and research support services. This
directly contributes to the quality and efficiency of the scientific activity carried
out at centres.

+ + + +
Strengthening Support for 3-year Improved
technical infrastructures contracts research
capacities performance



RESEARCH
CAREERS GRANTS

For rganisations within
Lhe cience System

Co-funded by
the European Union

aei.gob.es

Juan de la Gierva (R)

(Juan dela Cierva)

The JDC callis aimed at the recruitment of researchers at the early stages of their
scientific career, already holding a PhD degree. It allows beneficiaries to carry out
their research activity in Spanish R&D centres. In addition, it constitutes an

intermediate phase between completing the PhD and consolidating an

independentresearch track record.

These grants co-fund the hiring of postdoctoral researchers for 3 years,
facilitating the acquisition of research experience, scientific output and

professional projection within the Spanish science system.

+
Early
postdoctoral
stage

+

Development of
scientific career

+

3-year
contracts

Research
experience
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REQEARCH
CAREERS GRANTS

For rganisations withi
Lhe cience System

Ramdn y Gajal (RS)
(Ramony Cajal) Co-funded by

the European Union

The RYC call supports the recruitment and consolidation of researchers with an
outstanding scientific track record in public R&D organisations and research
centres. It targets advanced stages of the research career and is a key instrument
to strengtheninstitutional capacities and promote research staff stabilisation.

The grants fund the hiring of postdoctoral researchers for 5 years, as well as costs
associated with carrying out research activities. The selection processincludes a
two-phase matching system between candidates and host organisations,
allowing scientific profiles to be aligned with host centres’ strategies.

+ + + +
Postdoctoral Incorporation 5-year Research
consolidation into the public contracts stabilisation

system
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REQEARCH
AREERS GRANTS

For rganisations within
Lhe cience System

ATRAE Programme (R

(Programa ATRAE)

The ATR call enables the incorporation into the Spanish system of highly qualified
and established researchers with aninternationally prestigious track record. It is
aimed at public R&D organisations and seeks to strengthen their scientific
leadership by attracting highly specialised talent.

The grants fund the hiring of the researcher and the costs needed to carry out the
proposed research activities. Projects last 3 or 4 years and can reach funding of up
to€1,000,000. In this call, the candidate applies jointly with a host organisation,
reinforcing institutional talent attraction strategies.

+ + + +
Talent Established Upto Recruitment
attraction researchers €1,000,000 strategy
per project
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REQEARCH
AREERS GRANTS

For companies

Industrial Doctoral Programmes

(Doctorados Industriales)

The DIN call promotes the execution of industrial research or experimental
development programmes in companies that lead to the preparation of a doctoral
thesis. Itis aimed at fostering collaboration between academia and business,
facilitating the training of researchers in a productive environment.

The grants fund the costs of hiring predoctoral researchers for 4 years, as well as
other associated costs: stays at R&D centres, doctoral tuition fees and project
execution costs. The call contributes to knowledge transfer and strengthening
Private R&D (and other non-profit organisations and public administrations able
to carry out anindustrial research project).

+ + + +
Doctoral thesis Industrial 4-year Knowledge
inacompany research contracts transfer
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REQEARCH
AREERS GRANTS

For companies

Torres Quevedo
Programme (RZ)

(Programa Torres Quevedo)

The PTQ call aims to stimulate research and innovationin the private sector by
incorporating PhD holders into companies, technology centres and other private
R&D entities. This call strengthens companies’ scientific and technological
capacities and supports the consolidation of high value-added R&D projects.

The grants co-fund employment contracts for a period of 3 years, helping
companies integrate highly qualified profiles into their teams. These professionals
will carry out research projects that boost competitiveness, the creation of
applied knowledge and the consolidation of technology-based companies.

+ + + +
Incorporation R&D 3-year Business
of PhD holders in companies contracts competitiveness
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REQEARCH
AREERS GRANTS

For rganisations withi
Lhe ience System

R Certificate Cnon financial funding)

(Certificado R3)

The CR3 callisintended to assess and recognise the track record of national
andinternational researchers at an advanced stage of their postdoctoral career.
This is an accreditation instrument without additional funding. It allows the
maturity level of aresearcher to be evaluated within an access pathway to

the Spanish system of science, technology and innovation.

The certificate certifies the alignment of the researcher’s profile with the
established Europeanresearcher profile. In addition, it is recognised in recruitment
processes for new staff held by universities, Public Research Organisations and
other entities of any public administration. In this way, the R3 Certificate acts as an
objective and homogeneous reference at the Spansih R&l System for selection
and stabilisation processes of research staff.

+ + + +
Research Advanced Institutional No financial
accreditation postdoctoral recognition funding
track record
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INSTITOTIONAL

o] RENGTHENING
AND GOLLABORATIVE
(ALY

seuero Ochoa Centres
of Excellence and Maria de
Maeztu Units of Excellence

(Centros de Excelencia
Severo Ochoay Unidades de
Excelencia Maria de Maeztu)

The CEX call aims to fund and accredit research structures in the public sector and
in non-profit private institutions that demonstrate cutting-edge scientific
leadership at international level. This actionis one of the main prestige instruments
of the Spanish science and technology system.

The grants fund the strategic plans of selected centres and units for a period of 4
years. Its aimis to consolidate scientific capacities, strengthen international
impact and contribute to Spanish research leadership. Severo Ochoa accredited
centres receive €4.5M, while Maria de Maeztu Units receive €2.25M, for the
implementation of theirrespective strategic plans.

+ + + +
International Up to Prestige and Predoctoral
scientific €4.5M/€2.25M research contracts (FPI)
excellence leadership
GEX predoctoral grants

The CEX call also includes predoctoral grants associated with the priority research
lines of the approved strategic plans, contributing to the training of new research

talent in environments of scientific excellence.
AGENCIA
e, ESTATAL DE

INVESTIGACIGN
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INSTITOTIONAL
o] RENGTHENING
AND GOLLABORATIVE
(ALY

. age . *
scientific-Technical L)
* *
* K
.
Equipment Grants
the European Union

(Adquisicion de equipamiento
Cientifico-Técnico)

The EQC call aims to strengthen research infrastructures through the acquisition,
installation and commissioning of state-of-the-art equipmentin shared research
services.

Itis intended to ensure that Spanish R&D institutions have the instrumentation
needed to carry out high-quality and internationally competitive research.

The grants support the expansion of use and broad access to scientific-technical
services, promoting more efficient and shared use of available resources and
contributing to improving the overall performance of the research system.

+ + + +
Scientific- Advanced Shared use of Improved
technical equipment resources capacities
infrastructures
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INSTITOTIONAL

o] RENGTRENING
AND GOLLABORATIVE
(ALY

Preparation and Management
of European Projets

(Preparacion y Gestion
de Proyectos Europeos)

The GPE call aims to strengthen institutional structures dedicated to the
management of international projects, improving beneficiaries’ capacity to
participate successfully in the Horizon Europe Framework Programme and other
international initiatives.

In addition, this action facilitates the attraction, incorporation and consolidation
of international research or technical staff, helping strengthen the international
positioning of institutions within the Spanish science and technology system
and improving their competitiveness in the European arena.

+ + + +
Institutional Horizon Europe Management International
strengthening and talent positioning
attraction
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INSTITOTIONAL
o] RENGTHENING
AND GOLLABORATIVE
(ALY

Grants for Research
Networks (RED]

(Redes de Investigacion)

This call aims to fund the creation and consolidation of networks that promote
complementarity of scientific capacities and optimisation of existing research
resources. These networks foster collaboration between groups from different
institutions and the generation of synergies that drive scientific progress.

The grants are aimed at scientific-technical activities demonstrating clear value
added, based on the achievement of shared objectives. The call funds activities to
nurture cooperation, knowledge exchange and coordination between research
groups.

+ + + +
Collaboration Capacity Scientific Generation
between groups optimisation coordination of synergies
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INSTITOTIONAL

o] RENGTRENING
AND GOLLABORATIVE
(ALY

Grants for Technology
Platforms

(Plataformas Tecnoldgicas)

The PTR call promotes the creation and consolidation of stable collaboration
structures between the public and private sectors. These platforms act as
catalysts for dialogue and cooperation, facilitating the identification and
prioritisation of scientific-technical challenges and promoting the convergence
of technologies and knowledge.

Driven mainly by the private sector, platforms play a relevant role in defining R&D
priorities, both sectoral and cross-sectoral, helping align market needs with the
system’s scientific capabilities.

+ + + +
Public-private Business Definition of Science-market
cooperation leadership R&D priorities alignment
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FUNDS EXCELLENT RESEAREH
ARERS OF KNOUALEDEE FO

ENPERIMENTAL SEIENGES, ENEINGERINE
AND BIOMEDIGINE, PROMOTING A~
DIVERSE, COMPRERENSIVEAND
BIGH-IMBACT SEIENTIFE SYSTEM.
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Social Sciences
Law

Economics

Mind, Language and Thought

Culture: Philology, Literature and Art

Past Studies: History and Archaeology
Education Sciences

Psychology

Mathematical Sciences

Physical Sciences

Industrial Production, Civil Engineering and Engineering for Society
Information and Communication Technologies
Energy and Transport

Chemical Sciences and Technologies
Materials Sciences and Technologies
Environmental Sciences and Technologies
Agricultural and Agri-food Sciences
Biosciences and Biotechnology

Biomedicine
AGENCIA
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At Highiights - 2024

Annual management volume

| I~ |1 L J—
6.080M....  IL089......

evaluated

]8,"96 handled cases ]2,“2" follow up of grants

Knowledge Generation Projects call to (PID)

E]H H M budget, the largestin Spain’s science system
[] projects awarded

Ezﬂ H, H “ H average per project
(] grants for predoctoral fellows
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Ten years promoting science & innovation

+
anaﬂﬂm for R&l grants 3““ staff at AEI
[ projects executed [ AEl part-time

collaborators

] grants forresearch [ evaluators

careers

Commitment to equality

3“ In of projects led by females researchers
AElis l:“MM"T[" to gender equality
II EEN"[R [““"I-I.I-v plnN of AEI 2025-27
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INTERNATIONALISATION

AEl promotes the international dimension
of the Spanish science and technology
system by funding participation of
organisations and research groupsin
European and international programmes,
partnerships and scientific structures. This
international projection strengthens
scientific excellence and transnational
cooperation.

Annual results

AEl actively participates in European
Research Area initiatives, especially
within Horizon Europe, facilitating the
integration of Spanish teamsin
collaborative projects and strengthening
the institutional capacities required to
compete ininternational environments.

olf* allt” ol

Joint calls
(Horizon 2020)

Funded projects

ROl/year of
Spanish R&D
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