AEI of Spain — NSTC of Taiwan

GUIDE FOR THE CALL FOR PROPSAL FOR
JOINT PROJECT

For the Year 2026
Deadline for Submission: [To be defined]
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1. PREAMBLE

As a continuation the Memorandum of Understanding on Scientific and Technological
Cooperation signed between the Agencia Estatal de Investigacion (AEl) of Spain, and the National
Science and Technology Council (NSTC) of Taiwan, both organisations have decided to launch a
pilot call for research projects to strengthen bilateral cooperation in research and innovation.

The aim of the call is to intensify cooperation between e and Spanish participants in science and
innovation through bilateral research projects. The funding is intended to lay the foundations for
a lasting R&D partnership.

The joint research shall focus on the main area of cooperation detailed in Section 2 and
concentrate on fundamental and/or applied research.

Qualifying applicants may receive research grants from AEl and NSTC respectively, according to
the applicable national funding procedures and regulations.

2. MAIN AREAS OF COOPERATION

Research teams are invited to submit joint proposals in addressing key scientific and technological
challenges in one of the following areas:

Information and Communication Technologies

The call will fund joint research projects in the field of Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT). This area covers the development of electronic and photonic devices and
systems, as well as technologies for the management, transmission and processing of information
through wired and wireless electromagnetic signals. It includes micro- and nanoelectronics,
nanotechnology and photonics, the integration of functional materials, heterogeneous
microsystems, sensors and actuators, lab-on-a-chip technologies, power and photovoltaic
devices, high-frequency (THz) technologies, printed and organic electronics, optical and fibre-
based devices, 3D integration technologies, and circuits and systems. The area also encompasses
signal processing (audio, video, biological and communication signals), physical-layer
technologies, communication protocols, network architectures, software-defined networking,
and network security and management. In addition, it includes the foundations of computing
(algorithms, computation theory, formal methods and programming languages), software
engineering and databases, computer architecture, high-performance and distributed computing,
computer networks and systems security, as well as intelligent systems, machine learning, pattern
recognition, natural language processing, multimedia systems, computer graphics, virtual and
augmented reality, and image processing.

Biomedicine

The call will fund joint research projects in the field of Biomedicine as a cross-disciplinary research
area in health. This area covers the study of the etiopathogenic mechanisms of major pathologies
of societal importance, and it will include communicable and non-communicable diseases. The
call will be focused on disorders of special relevance such as those related to the nervous system,
cardiovascular or gastrointestinal conditions among others, as well as metabolic, tumor,
inflammatory and infectious diseases. It places particular emphasis on the characterization of the



cellular, molecular and genetic bases involved in the origin and development of diseases, as well
as on advances in diagnostic, pharmacological and therapeutic approaches. The focus is clearly
molecular, cellular and pathophysiological, prioritising the identification and understanding of the
mechanisms underlying health and disease. Its cross-cutting nature relies on a multidisciplinary
approach, including the development and application of advanced technologies such as “omics”
to the study of pathology. Clinical trials will not be funded under this call.

In both topics, projects should clearly demonstrate scientific excellence, the added value of
bilateral collaboration and the complementarity of the participating teams.

3. MODE OF COOPERATION

This pilot joint call is intended to fund genuinely integrated collaborative research projects, rather
than a mere aggregation of parallel activities carried out independently by each partner.
Applicants must demonstrate the added value of bringing together research teams based in Spain
and Taiwan, explaining how the complementarity of expertise, infrastructures and approaches
will significantly advance the proposed research beyond what could be achieved by each team
individually.

Each partner is expected to make a substantial and clearly identifiable scientific contribution to
the joint project. While the distribution of tasks does not need to be strictly symmetrical, the
project must be coherently integrated, with work packages reasonably balanced between the
partners and timelines closely coordinated to ensure effective collaboration and joint delivery of
results.

Each joint research team may submit only one proposal within this program.

4. DURATION OF PROJECTS

Projects will have a duration of up to 3 years (36 months).

Starting date. XXX 2026.

5. LEVEL OF FUNDING AND NUMBER OF SELECTED PROJECTS FOR FUNDING
The Joint Call follows the principle of national funding.

AEL

AEl will fund only one beneficiary entity per project. AEl will fund each project as shown in the

table below.
Expected funding for the projects Maximum DC (€) IC (25% - €) TOTAL (€)
One AEl applicant 140.000 35.000 175.000

Additional € 30.000 (direct costs) per Spanish group can be granted if the work plan includes
substantial experimental tasks.



NSTC

Maximum funding per project: Up to EUR 100.000.

Additional funding for postdocs and students may be requested according to NSTC rules.
Taiwanese applicants are kindly requested to consult the NSTC announcement page and
follow its rules

6. ELIGIBLE COSTS
AEl:

e The AEI will avoid double funding (overlapping with other EU or National funding) and will
not grant projects or parts of projects already funded.

e Only Personnel costs for new temporary employment dedicated to the project are eligible.
This must be clearly stated in the contract. The costs of permanent staff linked to the
beneficiary entity or members of the research team will not be considered eligible costs.

e Direct costs (DC) such as current costs, disposable materials, travelling expenses,
coordination costs and other costs that can be justified as necessary to carry out the
proposed activities.

e Overheads / Indirect Costs (IC, 25% of all direct costs, including the subcontracting costs).

NSTC:

Taiwanese applicants are kindly requested to consult the NSTC announcement page and follow
its rules.

7. ELIGIBILITY

The projects must be conducted by collaborating Taiwanese and Spanish scientific research
teams

The research in the projects proposals must be conducted in one of the main areas of cooperation
under this Joint Call as detailed in Section 1.

Each joint research team must be led by a Principal Investigator (Pl) from each country.
AEI (Spain). National eligibility criteria

e The eligible beneficiaries are non-profit research organizations (such as universities, public
research institutions, technological centres and other private non-profit institutions
performing RDI activities in Spain) which must comply with the requirements established by
this transnational call and with the rules on eligibility defined in the corresponding Spanish
national funding call “Proyectos de investigacion derivados de acuerdos internacionales” (INT).

The entities must have been previously beneficiaries of any of the AEI calls. They have to
ensure contractual relationship with the Principal Investigator (PI) during all the
implementation of the project.

e Spanish Principal Investigators (PIs) must:



o To hold a doctoral degree. Alternatively, in the case of researchers affiliated with a

Technological Centre or a Centre for Technological Innovation Support, Principal
Investigators (Pls) may also be researchers who hold a university degree (Licentiate,
Engineer, Architect or Graduate) and who can demonstrate at least 5 years of
experience in R&D&I activities, or who have, alternatively, led Type B R&D&lI projects
funded under the Calls for Knowledge Generation Projects or equivalent programmes
within the framework of the Spanish State Plans for Scientific, Technical and
Innovation Research.

The same rules shall apply as those established in the Knowledge Generation call —

PID2025.
Spanish Pls must have a contractual relation with the beneficiary covering the
expected total length of the project.

o  AEl will fund projects with only a Spanish PI.

Incompatibilities. Pls will be declared ineligible if:

o They submit, as Pls or as coordinators or as part of the “equipo de investigacién”, more

than one proposal to this call,

o They have been funded in the one of the following previous calls:

Year call. | Identif.BDNS Title Institution
Proyectos tipo | - «Proyectos de . L,
PID 2024 801943 L, . Agencia Estatal de Investigacion
Generacién de Conocimiento»
Proyectos de Colaboracion Internacional . L
PCl 2025_1 816783 Agencia Estatal de Investigacion
PCI2025-1
Proyectos de Colaboracion Internacional . L
PCl 2025_2 857347 Agencia Estatal de Investigacion
PCI2025-2
. Proyectos de Colaboracion Internacional . L
PCl 2026_1 Pending Agencia Estatal de Investigacion
PCI2026-1
o Pls must remain unchanged between the proposal to this transnational call and the

corresponding PCl call should the proposal be recommended for funding.

It is very important to check the eligibility before sending the proposal to avoid unwanted

situations and damages to third parties

The research team and the work team shall be subject to the same eligibility conditions
and participation requirements as those established in the PID2025 call for proposals. The
call text may be consulted at https://www.aei.gob.es/convocatorias/buscador-
convocatorias/proyectos-generacion-conocimiento-actuaciones-formacion-0

NSTC. National eligibility criteria

Taiwanese applicants are kindly requested to consult the NSTC announcement page and follow

its rules



https://www.aei.gob.es/convocatorias/buscador-convocatorias/proyectos-generacion-conocimiento-actuaciones-formacion-0
https://www.aei.gob.es/convocatorias/buscador-convocatorias/proyectos-generacion-conocimiento-actuaciones-formacion-0

8. SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS

Project proposals must be prepared and conducted jointly by the Spanish and Taiwanese project
partners and submitted to AEl and to NSTC within the project submission deadline.

Each project proposal must include the joint research part (as specified in Section 8), which must
be identical for both project partners.

Announcement of the Joint Call

AEI will publish the official text and open the submission system on 17.03.2026! (Expected date)
NRF will publish and open the submission system on 12.03.2026
Deadline for applications: 19.05.20252 (Expected date)

= in AEl until 17:00 (CET Time)
= in NSTC confirm on https://www.nstc.gov.tw/

Proposals will not be accepted under any circumstances after the said date.

Further Submission Instructions for Spanish Teams:

Spanish partners will make their joint online application via this link.

For both countries:

A valid proposal includes a completed and application form, together with the scientific proposal
and all required documents from each side of a joint research team as specified above.

The application must be submitted respectively to AEI and to NSTC.

If the applications are not duly received both in AElI and in NSTC by the date indicated above and
in accordance with the submission instructions, the proposal will be deemed ineligible in both

countries.

Proposals must be jointly prepared and submitted to AEl and to NSTC following their application
and procedure. Otherwise, the proposal will be deemed ineligible.

Submission deadlines and procedures will be defined in the official announcement.
9. INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITING PROJECT PROPOSALS
The proposal is composed of two main documents plus annexes.

1. Application form. Each Pl should submit before its funding organization the same
“Scientific Proposal” using the application form and tools available at websites of the AEI
and NRF:

o AEl link.
o NSTC: https://www.nstc.gov.tw/

1 Pending the official publication of the AEI Call for Applications in the Official State Gazette (BOE).
2 Pending the official publication of the AEI Call for Applications in the Official State Gazette (BOE).
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/12AHkj9vMbFf8QpvOUIA_Tb10semylDlSgAtc77ZXIxarDawHSlmL8oB3zH03SpjNauWlRM-3gXGgaCTz7Qu8aGAwup6fPzP84Q3Q5XNXjqsn1_hHCwOFnpH1gDFvIQIV54bQz7fZQS4k1euWAHIzWYXvEtwk7fiJ6D4KY5R79Knew4lzE0qYkTLE5ironfWqzDnJWFLIfO9lwkt1E7JWXEASWwt2PyP8j2ALPmgdzyY5-r5r2QUXTNpEZ8VfsMaIBQgczsMeebDQ5GvEK6uwWA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nstc.gov.tw%2F
https://www.aei.gob.es/convocatorias/calendario-previsto-convocatorias-agencia-estatal-investigacion
https://www.aei.gob.es/convocatorias/calendario-previsto-convocatorias-agencia-estatal-investigacion
https://secure-web.cisco.com/12AHkj9vMbFf8QpvOUIA_Tb10semylDlSgAtc77ZXIxarDawHSlmL8oB3zH03SpjNauWlRM-3gXGgaCTz7Qu8aGAwup6fPzP84Q3Q5XNXjqsn1_hHCwOFnpH1gDFvIQIV54bQz7fZQS4k1euWAHIzWYXvEtwk7fiJ6D4KY5R79Knew4lzE0qYkTLE5ironfWqzDnJWFLIfO9lwkt1E7JWXEASWwt2PyP8j2ALPmgdzyY5-r5r2QUXTNpEZ8VfsMaIBQgczsMeebDQ5GvEK6uwWA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nstc.gov.tw%2F

The “Scientific Proposal” of the project proposal shall indicate the scientific and technical
aspects of the project, as well as any additional information requested. The Scientific
Proposal shall have a maximum length of (25) pages, including figures. Applicants must
only use the Scientific Proposal template available at:

o AEl: Link pending

o NSTC: https://www.nstc.gov.tw/

No other formats will be accepted.

Annexes are not included in 25 pages, but the following contents should be written:

o Annex 1. Estimated expenditure/costs

o Annex 2. Brief CVs of the principal investigators from both sides and the most relevant
Taiwanese and Spanish partners in the project.

AEl only. Applicant should follow the regulation of the call INT.: Link.

NSTC: https://www.nstc.gov.tw/

10. PROPOSALS REVIEW

The project proposals will undergo two rounds of evaluation:

1.

National evaluation carried out according to the national regulations by the national
experts

International selection based on overall results of the Taiwanese and Spanish national
evaluations, performed by the Spanish-Taiwanese Joint Committee; the final selection of
the joint projects recommended for funding

The proposals will be evaluated based on the following general criteria:

AEI evaluation criteria.

Evaluation Criteria Score Threshold
1. Quality and feasibility of the proposal 0-40 30
1.1 Quality of the proposa 0-25
1.2. Feasibility of the proposa 0-15
2. Quality and track record of the project participants 0-30 20
r3e.SLIiI>fc|;)ected scientific, economic and social impact of the 0-20 10
4. Adequacy of the requested budget 0-10



https://secure-web.cisco.com/12AHkj9vMbFf8QpvOUIA_Tb10semylDlSgAtc77ZXIxarDawHSlmL8oB3zH03SpjNauWlRM-3gXGgaCTz7Qu8aGAwup6fPzP84Q3Q5XNXjqsn1_hHCwOFnpH1gDFvIQIV54bQz7fZQS4k1euWAHIzWYXvEtwk7fiJ6D4KY5R79Knew4lzE0qYkTLE5ironfWqzDnJWFLIfO9lwkt1E7JWXEASWwt2PyP8j2ALPmgdzyY5-r5r2QUXTNpEZ8VfsMaIBQgczsMeebDQ5GvEK6uwWA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nstc.gov.tw%2F
https://www.aei.gob.es/convocatorias/calendario-previsto-convocatorias-agencia-estatal-investigacion
https://secure-web.cisco.com/12AHkj9vMbFf8QpvOUIA_Tb10semylDlSgAtc77ZXIxarDawHSlmL8oB3zH03SpjNauWlRM-3gXGgaCTz7Qu8aGAwup6fPzP84Q3Q5XNXjqsn1_hHCwOFnpH1gDFvIQIV54bQz7fZQS4k1euWAHIzWYXvEtwk7fiJ6D4KY5R79Knew4lzE0qYkTLE5ironfWqzDnJWFLIfO9lwkt1E7JWXEASWwt2PyP8j2ALPmgdzyY5-r5r2QUXTNpEZ8VfsMaIBQgczsMeebDQ5GvEK6uwWA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nstc.gov.tw%2F

NSTC

Taiwanese applicants are kindly requested to consult the NSTC announcement page and follow
its rules. Link: https://www.nstc.gov.tw/

11. GRANTS, PAYMENTS AND MONITORING

1. Contracts:

Upon approval of a project proposal, AEl and NSTC will grant their beneficiaries according to their
national procedures and rules.

Spanish participants should start their activities in 2026:

2. Payments:

Payments will be issued by NSTC and AEl in accordance with the grant provisions and the
regulations of each respective country. For the AEI, see “Resolucién Definitiva” of the call.

3. Monitoring:

In addition to the economic monitoring, Spanish beneficiary must submit an interim and a final
scientific report on the official project management IT platform.

12. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
For both sides:

Taiwanese and Spanish research teams and their institutions are strongly encouraged to establish
an agreement on Intellectual Property rights for the project outcomes before starting
collaborative activities.

12. CONTACT INFORMATION
AEI

Website: https://www.aei.gob.es

Administrative contact:
Severino Falcén
Tel. +34 91 603 83 84
e-mail: bilat@aei.gob.es; severino.falcon@aei.gob.es

NSTC

NSTC website: https://www.nstc.gov.tw/

NSTC announcement page: https://www.nstc.gov.tw/folksonomy/rfpList

On administrative matters:

Ms. Ya-Hsuan LIAO


https://secure-web.cisco.com/12AHkj9vMbFf8QpvOUIA_Tb10semylDlSgAtc77ZXIxarDawHSlmL8oB3zH03SpjNauWlRM-3gXGgaCTz7Qu8aGAwup6fPzP84Q3Q5XNXjqsn1_hHCwOFnpH1gDFvIQIV54bQz7fZQS4k1euWAHIzWYXvEtwk7fiJ6D4KY5R79Knew4lzE0qYkTLE5ironfWqzDnJWFLIfO9lwkt1E7JWXEASWwt2PyP8j2ALPmgdzyY5-r5r2QUXTNpEZ8VfsMaIBQgczsMeebDQ5GvEK6uwWA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nstc.gov.tw%2F
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/12AHkj9vMbFf8QpvOUIA_Tb10semylDlSgAtc77ZXIxarDawHSlmL8oB3zH03SpjNauWlRM-3gXGgaCTz7Qu8aGAwup6fPzP84Q3Q5XNXjqsn1_hHCwOFnpH1gDFvIQIV54bQz7fZQS4k1euWAHIzWYXvEtwk7fiJ6D4KY5R79Knew4lzE0qYkTLE5ironfWqzDnJWFLIfO9lwkt1E7JWXEASWwt2PyP8j2ALPmgdzyY5-r5r2QUXTNpEZ8VfsMaIBQgczsMeebDQ5GvEK6uwWA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nstc.gov.tw%2F
https://www.nstc.gov.tw/folksonomy/rfpList

Officer, Department of International Cooperation & Science Education
Tel: +886-2-2737-7557
Email: yhliaol@nstc.gov.tw
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